
Japan: Land of the Rising Sun | 2013 sample tour schedule* 

Day 1: Overnight Flight to Japan

Board your overnight flight to Japan

Day 2: Arrive in Tokyo; Sample 

menu in Japan

Upon arrival at the airport the group 

should be prepared to wait up to 2 

hrs for consolidated groups to 

arrive.  Meet your EF tour director.  

Transfer to your hotel.  Dinner will 

be in the hotel or restaurant near 

the hotel.

Sample Menu in Japan

MAIN COURSE: Noodles or Rice with 

pork/chicken/beef, vegetables and 

dumplings

DESSERT: Ice cream

These are all sample menus. All 

meals are served as a group meal 

and not “a la carte”.  All cites will 

also offer a vegetarian option.

Day 3: Sightseeing Meiji Shrine, 

Sightseeing Asakusa

Morning:  Meet local guide at 

8:30am.  Sightseeing (4.5 hours) of 

Meiji Shinto Shrine and Imperial 

Palace Plaza.  Bus transfer to 

Asakusa.  Afternoon: visit Asakusa 

area including Kannon Temple and 

see Harajuku/Shibuya/Shinjuku  

Return to Tokyo for Tempura dinner.

Day 4: Optional Nikko

Optional Nikko: Meet local guide at 

8:30am. Its a 2.5 hour bus ride to 

Nikko.  Groups will visit Kegon 

Waterfall, Toushogun Shrine, 

Chuzenji Temple and Chuzenji Lake.   

There is an escalator that will bring 

people to top of mountain; groups 

spend 1 hour at the top.  Chuzenji 

Temple is by a lake and groups 

normally spend 1 hour there and 1 

hour for lunch by the lake.  

Toshogun Shrine is a 30 minute 

drive from Chuzenji Lake.  Toshugun 

Shrine is up on a hill, groups will 

need to walk for about 15 minutes 

and they will have 1 hour at the 

Shrine.  [Groups that choose not to 

go to Nikko will have free time in 

Tokyo].

Day 5: Transfer via Kamakura to 

Hakone, Ryokan overnight stay

Morning:  Check out at 9:00am and 

transfer via the Great Budda to 

Hakone. The transfer to the Great 

Budda takes about 2 hours. Spend 

45 minutes visiting the Great Budda 

and 1 hour for lunch.  Afternonn: 

Continue for 2 hours to Hakone.  

Check into Ryokan, spend an hour in 

the hot springs before traditional 

dinner in Ryokan. Pack a small bag 

for Kyoto because luggage will be 

bused to Kyoto since it can't travel 

on bullet train.

Day 6: Hakone National Park; 

Bullet train to Kyoto

Morning:  Check out around 

9:00am.  Transfer for 30 minutes to 

Hakone National Park. Lunch: 12-1                                                                                                                

Afternonn:  Lake cruise takes about 

30-40 minutes.  1 hour at 

Komagatake including the cable car 

ride. The group will take a bullet 

train to Kyoto (2 hrs).  Dinner in 

Kyoto when the group arrives. 

Day 7: Sightseeing Kyoto; 

optional Nara

Morning: Meet local guide at 

8:30am.  Sightseeing of Kyoto takes 

4 hours; 1 hour in Niijo Castle, 1 

hour at Gold Pavilion and 40 

minutes at Kiyomizu Temple.  

Afternoon: Free time or Optional 

Excursion to Nara.

Day 8: Transfer to Osaka, visit 

Osaka Castle

Visit Inari Taisha Shrine and some 

free time in Kyoto during the 

morning.  Afternoon transfer (2 

hours) to Osaka Castle.  Spend 1.5 

hours at Osaka Castle before 

transfering to your hotel (30 mins). 

Okonomiyaki dinner.

Day 9: Bullet train to Hiroshima; 

Sightseeing Hiroshima and 

Miyajima Island; [Flight home 

for those not going on the 

extension]

Morning: Check out of hotel 

7:30am.  Pack a small bag for 1 

night stay in Hiroshima.  Luggage 

will be shipped to Hiroshima.  Board 

bullet train from Kyoto around 8:30 

to Hiroshima.  It takes 1 hour and 

45 minutes to Hiroshima.  Bus 

transfer (45mins) to Hiroshima 

Peace Park and Peace Museum.  

Meet local guide at Peace Museum, 

spend two hours a Peace Museum 

and Park.  Afternonn:  45 minutes 

bus ride to ferry stop. 15 minute 

ferry ride to Miyajima Island.  Spend 

2-3 hours at Miyajima Park and 

Itsukushima Shrine. Return to 

Hiroshima for dinner.

***Groups not going on the tour's 

extension will transfer to the airport 

today for their flight home.

***Groups continuing on the 

extension will do as follows: 

Day 10: Himeiji castle

Visit to Himeiji Castle (1 hour) and 1 

hour free time for lunch. The group 

will transfer to Osaka (7 hrs.) Dinner 

upon arrival in Osaka.

Day 11: Return Home

Transfer to the airport for your 

return flight home.

*DISCLAIMER: The above is an example of how this tour may run. All times and durations are subject to change, and the 

order of activities may be switched or substituted as needed based on availability.
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